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COPY of the Memoriae of the Roman Catholic Prelates relative to 
National Education in Ireland , and of the Reply thereto of the Chief 
Secretary for Ireland, dated 28th. November 1859. 




TO HIS EXCELLENCY THE EARL OP CARLISLE, LORD LIEUTENANT OF 
IRELAND. 

The Memorial of the Catholic Archbishops and Bishops of Ireland, showeth— 

That under no circumstances can they divest themselves of the responsibility 
attached to their sacred office of providing for the sound education ot their re- 
spective flocks, and guarding them against the dangers to their faith and morals 
with which mixed educational systems are fraught. 

Deeply impressed with a conviction of those dangers which must increase in 
proportion as education is placed beyond the rightful control of the church, the 
Catholic bishops deem it a solemn duty to convey to Her Majesty s Government 
the expression of the growing anxiety which naturally Alls their minds on finding 
their authority so completely disowned in the various schemes for educating the 
Irish people, which have been put in operation for several years. 

To this systematic refusal to recognise their legitimate authority to direct and 
superintend ‘the education of 'their flocks they now chiefly confine themselves, 
aware that it is the prolific spring of all the evils with which the faith and morals 
of the rising generation of the country are beset — evils which are but too gene- 
rally felt and deplored, and so obvious as not to require a tedious enumeration ; 
suffice it to remark, that in the department of mixed education, exercising the 
most extensive influence over their flocks, namely, that directed by the National 
Board, which reckons about half a ‘-million of the Catholic children of Ireland, 
their legitimate pastors are entirely ignored ; for example, neither in the nomina- 
tion of the members of that Board, nor in the framing or rescinding of its rules, 
nor in the appointment of its inspectors, nor in the selection of the books used in 
its schools, nor, above all, in securing to the pupils sufficient guarantees to obtain 
an adequate share of pure Catholic teaching, is the authority of the Catholic 
bishops, as such, even legally or constitutionally acknowledged. 

Could it be supposed that in any other country, where the numerical propor- 
tion of Catholics and Protestants might be reversed, so anomalous a state of 
things could be supposed to exist ; the Protestants, forming the great mass of the 
people, subjected, in the education of their children, to a control in which the 
authority of their Bishops was not legally acknowledged, whilst the influence of 
the few Catholics was alone legally felt throughout the entire system, its injustice 
would not fail to strike even those who are now insensible to a similar injustice 
in Ireland. . . 

It is not to be supposed that the Catholic Bishops entertain any desire to inter- 
fere in the remotest degree with the proper management of the public funds over 
which the civil government should exercise control ; on the contrary, they are 
ready to acknowledge its right to see that all public monies appropriated to 
Catholic education should not be excepted from the same rule, but should be 
administered under Catholic inspection, and accounted for as every other grant 
from the public funds. But whilst they acknowledge the right, nay, the wisdom 
of requiring accounts of the manner in which all public monies are expended, 
they deprecate the confusion of claims and obligations arising from the erroneous 
construction of that right belonging to the State. It has led to a most unwar- 
rantable and annoying interference with the religious and spiritual functions of the 
Catholic episcopacy. . , , , 

That ao-o-ressive spirit continually advancing has already excited the grief and 
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alarm of the Catholic clergy and people, and the Bishops consider it a pressing 
■duty to take prompt and effectual steps to afford every consolation in their power. 

A knowledge of the history of their country, as well as their own experience, 
sufficiently convinces them that the faith of Catholic children cannot be safe under 
any system of mixed education. They, therefore, 'respectfully but earnestly re- 
quest such a participation in educational grants for the separate instruction of 
Catholic children as the numbers and fidelity of the Catholic people, as well as 
their contributions to sustain the burdens of the State, amply entitle them. In 
order to secure a just share of the public funds for this separate education of their 
flocks, the Bishops will not fail to appeal to them, and inculcate the duty of 
having recourse to Her Majesty’s Government and the Legislature, by memorials 
and petitions, and to avail themselves of all constitutional means to obtain the 
inestimable benefit of a free and pure Catholic education, which has been too lon«- 
denied them. Convinced that the satisfactory settlement of this important question 
is connected as much with the interests of the State as well as of religion, the 
Bishops desire that it receive the earliest consideration of Her Majesty ’s° Govern- 
ment. 

They request, too, to state that, in the administration of the law to provide for 
the poor of Ireland, they and their clergy are continually subjected to the annoy- 
ance of a like interference with their sacred duties. Pretensions of rights are set 
up by laymen, which, from their spiritual nature, belong to ecclesiastics alone, 
and thus the physical hardships to which the poor of the workhouses are often 
doomed, especially as regards the stingy allowance and unwholesome quality of 
their dietary, are, in some cases, aggravated by the spiritual destitution to which 
they are subjected on account of the unwarrantable control claimed by commis- 
sioners and guardians over chaplains in matters beyond the reach of their lawful 
jurisdiction. These are matters that demand timely attention, with a view to an 
effectual remedy, and the Bishops are convinced that the removal of the evils 
above stated would have the effect of securing the gratitude of the Irish people, 
and promoting the public peace. 

Dublin, 5 August 1859. 

+ Paul Cullen, Archbishop. 

+ John MacIIale. 

+ Patritius McGettigan. 

+ John Cantwell. 

+ Cornelius Denvir. 

+ William Delany. 

+ John Derry. 

+ William Keane. 

+ Patrick Durcan. 

+ Patrick Fallon. 

+ John P. Leahy. 

+ James Walsh. 

■f Daniel MacGettigan. 

+ Lawrence Gillooly. 



+ John MacEvilly. 

+ Thomas Furlong. 

+ Joseph Dixon, Archbishop. 

-f Patrick Leahy, Archbishop. 

4 James Browne. 

+ John Ryan. 

+ Charles McNally. 

+ E. Walsh. 

+ Francis Kelly. 

+ John Kilduef. 

+ David Moriarty. 

+ Dominick O’Brien, Bishop, &c. 
+ Michael O’Hea. 

+ M. Flannery. 



Most Reverend Sir, Irish Office, 28 November 1859. 

Her Majesty’s Government have taken into their deliberate consideration the 
Memorial of the Irish Roman Catholic Archbishops and Bishops, addressed to the 
Lord Lieutenant. They have entered upon that consideration with an earnest 
desire to promote, to the utmost of their power, the welfare of the Irish people ; 
and especially of that large portion of the people which belongs to the Roman 
Catholic Church. 

In dealing with the subject of education, they readily acknowledge the para- 
mount importance of religious training. They admit that, in the circumstances 
of Ireland, this religious training must be separate, and can only be superintended 
with success by teachers of the different churches into which the country is 
divided. They, therefore, cheerfully recognise the right which belongs, and the 
duty which attaches, to the heads of the respective churches in regard to religious 
instruction ; and desire to afford to the clergy every possible facility and encourage- 
ment for the discharge of their important duty. 

But 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




3 



NATIONAL EDUCATION (IRELAND). 

But there is another province of education, not so sacred in its character, yet 
making- large demands on the time of pupils destined to earn their subsistence by 
their own labour. This province is common to all denominations. All may 
freely be admitted to its generous rivalry, and all may contribute, by their friendly 
intercourse, to enhance the advantages which the system confers on the commu- 
nity. 

In Ireland Parliament assigns a considerable sum to the purpose of national 
education, and as this sum is drawn from taxes contributed by all, so it is devoted 
to an object in which all are equally concerned, the institution and maintenance 
of schools, where an excellent instruction is offered equally to every denomination 
of Christians. In the benefits conferred by such an application of the public 
money, the Roman Catholics largely participate. Of the total number of 5,335 
schools mentioned in the last report of the Commissioners, as in connexion with 
the Board in March 1858. and educating in the whole 569,000 pupils, 3,683 
schools were under Roman Catholic patrons, and 481,000 pupils belonged to the 
Roman Catholic church ; of every 100 pupils in attendance, 84 were Roman 
Catholics; of the teachers of all classes in the service, 80 in every 100 were 
Roman Catholics ; of every 1U0 l. paid to those teachers, 80 l. -were paid to Roman 
Catholics. 

In the schools, of which the patrons are Roman Catholics, the religious instruc- 
tion is Roman Catholic ; while in all the schools vested in the National Board, 
Roman Catholic pastors have free access before and after school hours,- for the 
purpose of giving instruction, — to the pupils of their own church. 

lor this instruction every facility is offered. All the State requires is, that 
during school hours a good education, open to all Christians, should be given ; and 
that no child should at any time be required to receive or be present at any reli- 
gious instruction of which his parents or guardians disapprove. 

This system has now been in operation nearly 30 years. It has educated a 
whole generation, and is universally admitted to have conferred the greatest benefits 
upon the population of Ireland. Its maintenance must ever be an object of the 
utmost interest to a Government anxious to promote the welfare and the happi- 
ness of the Irish people. 

In replying, therefore, to the Memorial of the Irish Roman Catholic Archbishops 
and Bishops, Her Majesty’s Government desire, in the first instance, to express in 
the plainest terms their steadfast adherence to the principles on which the national 
system of education has been erected. Those principles were clearly laid down by 
the Earl of Derby, then Secretary for Ireland, in the well-known letter addressed 
by him to the Duke of Leinster in the year 1831. They secure to the clergy their 
legitimate right of conveying religious instruction to the members of their 
respective churches, while at the same time they sustain the just independence 
of the laity, whether Roman Catholic or Protestant. They have been repeatedly 
and deliberately considered in Parliament, and constitute the recognised condi- 
tions on which education in Ireland receives assistance from the State. 

Her Majesty’s Government observe with regret that some of the demands pre- 
ferred in the Memorial are wholly incompatible with the maintenance of these 
principles. If those demands were conceded, the national system would be over- 
thrown ; and a system of sectarian education substituted for it, calculated to 
revive social divisions in Ireland, and to stimulate feelings which it is the object 
of every just and liberal Government to allay. , 

Ever since the commencement of the national system, claims which have 
appeared to be open to a similar objection have been put forward in other quarters, 
and have been steadily resisted by successive administrations. What the Ministers 
of the Crown, with the approbation of Parliament, have not yielded to the appli- 
cations of others not less entitled to be listened to with respect, they cannot now 
concede in answer to the present Memorial. 

Remembering the support which from the commencement to the present time 
the Roman Catholic clergy have given to a system, instituted mainly for the 
benefit of the poor, of whom their flocks have always constituted by far the larger 
number, — looking to the large portion, which schools under Roman Catholic 
patronage obtain of the grant, as at present administered, — considering above all 
the inestimable advantages which the Roman Catholic population have enjoyed, and 
are enjoying, from the system of national education, — Her Majesty’s Government 
cannot abandon the hope that the spiritual guides of that population will not only 
A 2 abstain 
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abstain from opposing, but will continue actively to support, a system so liberal 
and so enlightened, and will give to it with their flocks the weight of their 
authority and influence. 

They observe that in your Memorial you complain of an interference with the 
proper functions of the clergy. The principles recorded in Lord Derby’ s letter 
appear to afford no opening for any such complaint. If any grounds for it exist 
in practice, the members of any church are entitled to bring their grievance to 
the notice of those in authority. From whatever quarter such a representation 
might proceed it would not fail to receive the most careful attention. It certainly 
would not fail to do so, when made by the spiritual pastors of by far the larger 
number of pupils receiving education in the schools. 

While, therefore, I convey to you, on the part of Her Majesty’s Government, 
the declaration of their firm adherence to a system of education, open equally at 
the hours set apart for secular instruction to every denomination of Christians, 
1 declare to you with equal plainness their desire to give full effect to that other 
principle of the system which provides for separate religious teaching, and respects 
in the case of every child the just authority of the parent. Consistently with 
these principles they are perfectly ready to examine, and, if need be, to remove 
the ground of any complaint which the heads of any of the churches may prefer 
against the operation of any of the present rules, or of any part of the ‘present 
practice. 1 

At the close of your Memorial, you refer to grievances which you consider to 
have grown up under the administration of the Poor Law. The duties of the Com- 
missioners are defined by statute, and they are responsible for the exercise of the 
powers conferred on them by Parliament. If those duties have been neo'lected 
or those powers abused, an appeal is open to the tribunals of public justice, or to 
the authority of the Crown, according to the circumstances of the case. 

I have the honour to be, with much respect, 

Most Reverend Sir, 

Your most obedient faithful servant, 

(signed) Edward Cardwell. 



The Most Rev. Archbishop Cullen, 
&c. &c. 
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